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N ani effort to explain these
\orlglns arly mar invented
stories which made sense in
regard to his specific time period
and culture.

These stories are known today
as “Creation Myths.”




Chaos or a Cosmic Egg

a breaking of primordial chaos to form a | & 2
unity . '!,/

! ! -—{'.-!
Example: earliest Babylonian creation o Tt

story, called Eridu Genesis

Example: a primal being, Pan Gu, is contained )
within an egg. When the egg breaks, Pan Gu
appears as a giant who separates chaos into
the many opposites of vin and yang, Chinese

Pan Gu

Other cosmic egg myths have twins within
the egg: for example, the Mande people of
West Africa, have twins who represent male
and female, who became the first people




Common Elements:

- Natural
~ Unusual



The World Parents

Two types:

. A primal pair is separated, sometimes turning
against one another, with little care for their
offspring. The pair might be Sky and Earth or
other features of nature.

Tiamat and Marduk

Example: The Epic of Creation (Enamu Elish) where
Apsu and Tiamat are fresh and salt water

o

. Creation comes from the dismemberment of one of
the parents in order to create heaven and earth.

Example: The Epic of Creation (Enamu Elish)
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Common Elements:
GEnealogy

St goal Do
2IWays

\\\\\

d_\hjr
JM)ﬂF / t

The parents Mrk
was finished by the
child.




e = _

Five types of creation myths
Ex Nihilo

“out of nothing”

a diety (a god) creates the
cosmos through thought,
dream, word, or other means

. - Tgies . Creation of Adam
Example: The Book of Genesis

from The Bible




Conmon Elements:
Supreme. beings
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Of SUPKEMENDEINGS
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~ Some cultlires
" revered a single
creator |
(monotheistic)




Emergence

Creation is a gradual process featuring human-like
creatures who must travel through many worlds
before reaching this one.

Example: three worlds below with events which shape yoni Emergence
the Fourth world, the one in which we now live,
Navaho, but similar myths are common among many

Native America tribes.

Example: Ra, the sun-god, emerging with new land
after the annual flood, Egyptian




Common Elements:
Greation of Man
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the place of humans in
the hierarchy. of life in
the universe (below
gods, above animals)




Earth Diver

a deity sends a bird or animal down into the
primal waters to bring up a bit of mud from
which the earth is made

Example: a water beetle dives and brings up
soft mud, Cherokee tribe Turtle Island

Example: a bird, the water wagtail, splashes
water and stomps his feet to make pieces of
earth, thus making islands where the Ainu
people of Japan would live.

Example: in an Ojibwa myth, a giant tortoise
rises from the primordial waters and the back
of it forms land, called Turtle Island.




Conmon Elements:
Eari-Dve

“WVany.stories allude
torartimEMAeEn the
carthWwas'Govered
RYAWaLE: »

— many myths feature

a creature diving into

the water to retrieve

some earth to grow
and form the Earth
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Conumon Elements:
2igyyiian Relationships

“MARImaIS played Key.
'Oles nimany:
Creation JVJ\/rnJ
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~ often reflect feelings
of cult r@imals



http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/ho/07/eust/hob_17.190.156.htm
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th|s fear and chaos
was sometimes
represented as fire



Conmmon Elements:
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causes pain,
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and all other evils
which plague the
earth
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Conmmon. Elements:
OrealoIloi Geographical Features
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Cononsislements:
@/eauoor: Lesser Creatures
GIIBISHPIaNLS INSEcts, etc.)
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May: also explain the
physical
characteristics of the
animals.



http://www.insects.org/entophiles/coleoptera/cole_012.html
http://elib.cs.berkeley.edu/cgi/img_query?enlarge=0024+3291+1998+0085
http://elib.cs.berkeley.edu/cgi/img_query?enlarge=0024+3291+1998+0085
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"BV uchNIke OUFdIStaniancestors, we strive to uncover

PUIRGTIEIRSiand GELErmine our place in the universe.

“BScientistsfadVance new. theories each year on the
OrigINfeIftnE UNiverse

— For seme; 5cieni“jﬁ\/]c SNCe Serves as a basis for creation

- stories |

o others, deeply rooted ancient beliefs remain the

cornerstone In their own theories



